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Septembet 11,2017 
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Paul Szymanski 
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Absent: Tom Esposito 

Also Present: John Tower, Town Attorney 
Mary Vannucci, Administrative Aide to the Mayor 

** MINUTES REVISED O N PAGE 11 - DEMARKATION N O T E D BY DOUBLE 
ASTERISKS ** 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Gronbach. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 

2. Public Comment 

Joe Quaranta, a New Milford resident and owner of Advanced Construction and Tree Removal said 
his company was making a donation to the Town of tree and brush removal at Hidden Treasures 
Park which would amount to $60,000. He said they will also be removing trees around the old 
Boardman Bridge to improve the aesthetics and that donation would amount to $30,000. 

Shawn Emmons, a New Milford resident and the contractor up until now for tree removal services 
for New Milford said he is not going to bid on the upcoming work so he could speak out here. He 
read from his note to the Coiincil that since he took over the contract they have removed 463 trees 
in 53 working days and worked 21 emergency calls in 32 hours. He said the per inch contract is too 
expensive for the Town and should be rebid as a per day contract allowing more than one 
competitve bidder to assure fairness of billing to the Town. (Mr. Emmons notes are attached as part 
of these minutes) 

Michael Barnes, a New Milford resident, said the Mayor has used the Town Council meeting to 
attack his political opponents. He said the target of his conflict of interest suggestion is not even 
present this evening. He said the Mayor has a personal grudge against one of the bidders for the tree 
contract. He said it is unethical to use die power of the Mayor's office to attack pollical opponents. 
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