Honey — Chapter 1

A few years ago...

“‘Honey, got a minute?”

“I've ten before supper is ready to put on the table. What do you need?”
“‘Have you ever heard the expression that bad things happen in threes?”

‘I had a great Aunt that believed that. | think it's probably an old wives tale. Why do you
ask?”

“I've been reading some of the stories one of the author’s posts on Frugal’s. He had a
collection of sayings and quotes. He claims bad things happen in threes and that you
should be careful what you wish for because God has a sense of humor. His quotes
include a historical quote from Santayana, Those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it. He also quotes Clint Eastwood from Heartbreak Ridge with,
Improvise. Adapt. Overcome.”

“Strange man.”

“There’s more.”

“Let me get supper on the table and we’ll pick this up then.”

“Can | help?”

“Set the table.”

“What'’s for supper?”

“I'm trying something new. You tie a pork loin and a beef loin together and divide the
resulting roast into sections containing enough for two people and leftovers for
sandwiches.”

“Sounds interesting. Table’s set.”

“‘Will you cut the roast?”

“‘Don’t you have to let it rest?”

“It was resting while you were talking about that author.”

“Thick or thin?”



“Try thin. Cut us three slices each or two if you can’t manage thin.”
“I'll try thin. Mashed potatoes?”

“No. | included onions and potatoes with the roast and heated frozen corn. | made gravy
for the potatoes.”

“‘Desert?”

“‘Almond Fudge or Cherry Nut ice cream.”

“‘How about we go to Dairy Queen and get banana splits?”

“Is it in the budget?”

“I'll buy with my allowance.”

“l thought you wanted ammo?”

“I got the ammo. One battle pack of South African and two cases of Radway Green on
stripper clips in bandoleers; seventy five rounds per bandoleer and ten bandoleers per
battlepack.”

“That’s a strange mix.”

“I wanted to finish filling the magazines with South African and wanted some on stripper
clips. I got it from Aim Surplus. With the money | had left, I'm on my way towards the
scope and mounts plus a red dot sight.”

“| still can’t believe you spent that much on a rifle.”

“Well, | did. Once I finish this one, I'll start saving for the .50 caliber.”

“Are you expecting a war?”

“As a matter of fact, | am. I've saved the extra firearms until last. | tried the Super Match
with some match grade ammo and it shot a % MOA group with iron sights. With the
scope, | should get it down to Y2 MOA or less.”

“That’s a sniper class weapon. Why the surplus?”

“Because | can’t afford two M1As. I'll sight the red dot in with the surplus and the Match
with the scope. The rifle will just have to do double duty.”

“How much ammo will that make?”



“Forty-five hundred surplus and five hundred Match.”
“Which .50, the Barrett?”

“I think I'll go with the Tac-50 with 750gr Hornady AMAX.”
“Why?”

“‘Most accurate American made .50BMG. It’s the official sniper rifle for the Canadian
Army. Guaranteed to shoot %2 MOA. They get your Wrangler finished?”

“Yeah, strange to have a diesel engine. That 4BT is non-electronic, right?”

“Correct. It's turbo charged and the new transmission is also a non-electronic automatic.
You have fulltime 4 wheel drive. Just remember to run the glow plugs for a minute
before you try to start it during cold weather. Did you go with the new large tank or same
size tank?”

“Larger. Diesel costs as much as or more than gasoline. How come?”

“I think it's because of demand, I'm not really sure. However, we're both running diesel
engines now, you the 4BT and me the 6BT. We can refill from the diesel tank for the
generator in an emergency.”

“Besides your firearm projects, how is the LTS project coming?”

“I got more pails from various places last week and got them cleaned up. | stored 4 pails
of corn, 4 of oats, 2 each of pintos, great northern and navy and 12 pails of hard red
winter wheat.”

“No rice?”

“I ran out of pails. | got the rice from Costco last time we went. | put the last three bags
of bread flour in the freezer.”

“Do you plan on putting the flour in the pails?”

“When | find enough pails | will. The roast is good. You could probably tie two pork loins
to one beef loin though.”

“Ok, next time they’re on sale, | will. The beef | mean; we have several vacuum sealed
whole pork loins in the freezer. How are you coming on the block laying?”

“Pretty good, actually. The inner walls are all erected and the inside equipment is inside.
I’'m going to use the loader to lift the inner door in place and form the concrete and then
pour. While it's setting up, I'll start the outer block wall six feet and four inches outside



the inner wall. I've looked at this from several different angles. | think we’ll need posts
every eight feet inside to support the roof and the weight of the earth cover.”

“Why don’t you do that while the door is setting up?”

“They recommend that the door be closed when you pour and remain closed until it's
set. It’s ok, Dubya just got reelected and nothing much is going to happen during his
second term. | do want to have this done before he’s out of office.”

“Why does it matter?”

“He squeaked by both times and | think that means the next president will be a
Democrat. | just don’t trust them if you must know.”

“Six of one, half dozen of the other; if you ask me, we should vote for Ron Paul.”

“That would just take two votes from the Republican Party. Let's wait and see who they
run in three years before we decide. | should have the project finished in about six
months except for the roof and earth cover.”

“‘How do you plan to finish it off?”

“Put in the forms and pour the reinforced concrete roof six inches thick resting on the
inner row of blocks and support posts. Fill the outer wall to level with the roof and raise
the outer wall another six feet using hollow blocks. Cover it all over with heavily
compacted earth to a depth of six feet. Raise the outer wall another five feet using solid
blocks and pour six inches of concrete over the earth cover to seal it all in. Finally, add a
fire escape that can be raised and lowered from inside to gain access to the roof.”

“Are you going to put in a parapet with merlons and crenels?”

“Is that what you call those slots you shoot out of?”

“The slots are crenels and the raised parts are merlons. The wall is called a parapet.”

“Yes honey, I’'m going to put in a parapet with merlons and crenels. Do you think |
should put in a second row of solid blocks inside the outer layer?”

“Do you already have all the block bought?”
“YeS_”
“Did you include enough to do that?”

“No.”



‘We’ll have to wait and see if we can get some more at a discount like we got the first.
What’s the protection factor on the shelter?”

“Six feet of earth provides a protection factor of 20. A foot of concrete has a protection
factor of 5. You add them up and they represent the power you raise the number 2 to
since 2 equals the halving thickness. Two to the 25™ power is 33 million, 544 thousand,
432. Since most of the protection comes from the thickness of the soil, it wasn’t that
difficult to raise high enough we’d never have to worry. It is the same as you’d get with a
12 inch thick dome covered with six feet of soil. However, the dome would be stronger
because it is spherical.”

+++++

That was over three years ago. Some of what I'd said was right and some was proven
wrong. The Republicans are going to run John McCain and Sarah Palin for office. The
Democrats are running Barak Hussein Obama and Joe Biden. I'm afraid the
Republicans are going to lose because the economy is in the toilet and Obama is
promising change. The above ground shelter was finished last year with the installation
of the fire escape and second row of solid block. | got the Tac-50 with the Night Force
12-42x56mm Mil Dot Scope plus the McCann Night Vision Rail Mount and eight extra
magazines. It turned out that the package accessories included a second magazine. |
bought all four of the maintenance Kkits they offered plus the Elite Iron Suppressor. |
didn’t get the Raptor, an AN/PVS-27 MUNS fell off a truck on the post.

| had a buddy who was still on active duty working in supply and over the period of a
year, he got me 12 cans of Mk 211MP and 12 cans of M1022. He has another six
months before he’s out... got stop lossed... and said to plan on another six cans of
each. We've been buying the Hornady A-MAX 750gr rounds ten boxes at a time and
have managed to do that each month since we got the rifle so we have 150 10 round
boxes.

| rounded out my armory with a Mossberg pump, model 590A1 and my handgun is a
Taurus PT1911B. | bought Honey a MSAR STG-556 clone of the AUG and stocked up
on 5.56 ammo and 42 round magazines. She wanted a Browning Hi-Power pistol and
we got that used with new surplus extra magazines. She has 5,000 rounds of 5.56,
1,000 rounds of Gold Dot 124gr+P and the same shotgun | bought. | have some ammo
coming for the shotguns and have 2,000 rounds of .45acp, half FMJ and half Gold Dot.

We stocked the freezer in the basement with a side of beef and two hogs plus a case of
chickens. We did the same with the freezer in the shelter six months later. She did find
the beef loins on sale and we had a dozen more of the two meat roasts prepared for
each freezer. We had started our prepping before | enlisted as a result of 9/11 and had
the one year of double bought food on the shelf by the time | finished AIT. While | was in
the sandbox the first time, she managed to buy and store 4 one year deluxe units from
Walton.



On my second tour, | got caught in a roadside bombing with an IED and ended up in a
stateside hospital. Due to a loss of mobility from the injuries to my right leg, | was given
a medical discharge and a 50% disability pension. | was a forklift driver before |
volunteered for the Army and got a job with my former employer, probably due to
sympathy, doing the same thing. With the job market the way it was, | took it and said
thank you kindly. Honey was still working her job in the parts department at the car
dealers. We basically had 2% incomes and her folks and my folks got together and
bought the place where we’re living. They sold it to us on a low interest rate land sale
contract. It's a 2%z acre lot, 108,900ft2. Square, 330’ per side.

About Honey’s name. It seems her mother Janice was a fan of Bobby Goldsboro when
she was a teen... You don’t get it? Neither did | at the time. | looked him up on the Wiki
website and found out his greatest hit was a song about Honey. My parents had no
similar motives and rather than naming me Donald Junior, they selected David Paul.
Honey’s middle name was taken from an aunt, Rose. The last names were the same
although we weren’t related, Ritter. Anyway, back to the present.

Every penny we could scrape up went into our preps. Little things kept popping up to
spur us on. Adventurism by Russia in some of the Republics, North Korea first
unsuccessful nuke test and later successful nuke test. The housing bubble bursting,
Wall Street Banking Firms tanking and Bernie Maddox. Our home wasn'’t at risk
because our parents owned it outright and they began making gifts annually to reduce
the principal without telling us. We didn’t learn that we owned it outright until Christmas
2007 when we were given the deed.

Between what she’d gotten from Walton and what | bought in bulk and packed in the
five gallon pails with oxygen absorbers inside of sealed Mylar bags we had a
tremendous reserve of basic staples. We added the recommended vegetable oils and
items not included in the packages like feminine hygiene, bath tissue, first aid, only aid
and a trauma kit. Based on experience, | chose the ACS blood clotting bandages. Since
| had Combat Lifesaver training, | managed to get both the Mark 1 kits and CANA
(diazepam) in addition to IV sets and IV solutions including normal saline, D5W and
Ringer’s.

After we both completed an advanced first aid class, the doctor loosened up and wrote
a few prescriptions including Tamiflu, Ciprofloxacin, Doxycycline, Cefalexin and
Amoxicillin. Analgesics included Aspirin, Acetaminophen, Ibuprofen, and Naproxen
Sodium plus regular Hydrocodone. We had OTC Loperamide, a laxative, Sudafed,
Hydrocortisone cream, Benadryl, multiple sizes of flexible fabric bandages, gauze pads,
tape and several different rubs for sore muscles.

We could test for high/low blood sugar, blood pressure using a wrist cuff and had a
stethoscope to listen for irregular heartbeats. Some of it was easy to get and others
almost required an act of God. We had a set of surgical instruments and several types
of sutures plus 1% Lidocaine injections. The only other items we had in large quantities
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were triangular bandages, hot and cold packs, masks, gloves, 90% alcohol, and
Betadine.

We bought 10 extra tires for each vehicle, 5 mounted on new rims and 5 unmounted
and sealed in a wrapping. We bought two replacement batteries with the acid stored
separately. Each vehicle had a full set of replacement belts and hoses. | had extra glow
plugs, filters, engine oil, transmission fluid and brake pads.

“I think one more trip to Costco and Sam’s Club and we’ll have all the holes filled. | want
butter, coffee, bath tissue, pasta and pasta sauce.”

“You can add some Earl Grey and Lipton tea. Maybe some of those 5 pound boxes of
mixes, cookies, muffins and such. More sugar and bulk packed salt might be a
worthwhile idea while we’re at it; a person can never have too much salt, according to
the stories. If we can get some peanuts, M&Ms and raisins we can make up some Gorp
(trail mix).”

“Why don’t you get Planters Mixed Nuts instead of peanuts?”

“Sure, that might be slightly better. Which ones, cashews or peanuts? You want a box
of candy bars while I'm at it?”

“The peanuts. Regular and Almond Snickers?”

“Should we get jerky?”

“Some, it depends on the price. We have that case of Mainstay bars.”

“I'll get the jerky in the large packages and move it to some vacuum Ziplocs.”

“Yeah, do that. We’'ll go first thing in the morning and hit Costco first, Sam’s Club
second, Wal-Matrt third and the regular grocery store last to pick up anything we missed.
Don’t forget the cooler with the cold packs.”

‘Do | need the trailer?”

“‘Maybe, just in case. Remember the lock this time.”

We both had CCWs because it was now a shall-issue state. We lived in Robert
Heinlein’s hometown, Butler, Missouri. We shopped up in KC on major shopping trips,
just a shade over an hour north. We arrived early and decided to do Sam'’s first because
Costco didn’t open until 11:00. We took two cartloads of pasta through the checkout and

| headed for the trailer to pack them while Honey went after the sauces. She only
bought a dozen jars of prepared sauce and tomato sauce and paste by the case.



Our favorite sauce was ground beef and canned mushrooms made with one can of
sauce and one of paste plus water to thin it. She had a good spice combination figured
out that we both really liked. We got a few of the other items and then checked out and
headed to Costco after we loaded up. She didn’t start where | thought she would when
we went to Costco and had a trolley full of personal care items which she sent me
through the checkout with while she continued to shop. | think the guy at the register
was more embarrassed than | was. Anyway, | put the load in the trailer and returned just
as she had two carts filled with spices, Crisco, mixes and the two boxes of Snickers.

| went through the checkout a second time and this time he asked, “Stocking up?”

“‘We only come up once a quarter. My wife is still looking for more. Expect a trolley of
coffee next.”

“You drink that much coffee?”

“‘Well...we keep a good pantry in case of bad weather.”

“I'll say.”

The third time through was a trolley of coffee and other beverages. He just shook his
head. My wallet was starting to get a little on the empty side. | lugged the trolley out and
packed it in pickup. When | got back, Honey had two carts and was in the checkout
lane. She had hams and butter and bacon and other things from the meat case. It
cleaned out my wallet.

“‘Uh, I'm about out of money.”

“‘Don’t worry, | have more and we’re just getting started. Next stop is Wal-Mart.”

‘I won’t need much there.”

When we arrived at Wal-Mart, she said, “| want you to get half a dozen pair of jeans, a
dozen work shirts, socks, under clothes and a spare pair of work boots. I’'m going to do
the same.”

“You know something | don’t?”

“I know how fast the prices are going up, I've been watching them. Trust me, in three
months you’ll be glad we bought the stuff now.”

“Ok, but I'm not buying the boots here. These boots don't last. I'll get Red Wings.”
“Can you get the rest here?”

“As long as they have it in stock, yes.”



“I'll meet you in shoes in 30 minutes.”

“Ok.’!

“These aren’t half bad looking boots. What's wrong with them?”

“They only last about a year, eighteen months or so. When it’s time to re sole or re heel,
the cobbler says they aren’t worth it. He recommends several brands including Red
Wing. | wanted to check them out. | looked at their website and | think I'd like to get two
pair, the 4465 Men’s 9-inch lace up and the 4470 Men’s 11-inch Pull-On. Both run over
two hundred a pair.”

“But they last?”

“For years with proper care.”

“Ok, | get the same... in my size, of course.”

“Did you find everything you wanted?”

“Yes, but not the quantities. She called and | can get the rest at the store she called.
They’re holding it for us.”

‘I suppose we’d better get going.”

“Did you get everything?”

“Some of everything. I'll check the other store for more of the same.”
‘Do you know where the Red Wing store is?”

“They have twelve in the immediate area and 23 in a fifty mile radius. | have a list with
addresses.”

We finished filling our wardrobes at the second Wal-Mart and a nearby Red Wing store.
We stopped at a large supermarket and completed our shopping before turning the
nose south. Ninety minutes later, | was unloading the cooler onto the kitchen counter
while the coffee brewed. We'd eaten lunch at a place called Gladstone Maid-Rite in
Kansas City, Mo. Strange hamburger, crumbly.

“Let’s get anything needing refrigeration put away tonight and finish up tomorrow. | want
to divide the stuff between the basement and the shelter and we may need another
shelf or two assembled. We only have 4 sets of shelves left, we should buy more.”



“There’s not much in the way of blank walls left in the shelter. | think two sets of shelves
will use it up. It's about the same in the basement, too. | don’t want to put up any
shelving we can’t anchor to a stud.”

“Ok. Didn’t you say you have shotgun shells coming?”

“Yes, four more cases. There’s two cases of flechettes, one of 00 buck and one of
slugs. That will give us two cases of flechettes, eight of 00 buck and four of slugs plus
hunting loads in number 2 and number six shot. | have red and green flares, OC shells
and bean bags. We can switch to the replacement barrels | bought for hunting, twenty
six inch with Poly Chokes.”

“‘What do you want to save up for next?”

“Another tank for diesel fuel, the fuel and additional PRI-D and PRI-G.”

“‘Anything else?”

“Spare parts for the generator for a rebuild or two plus more filters and lubricants.”

“Is that all? | know there’s something you aren’t saying.”

“l asked Scotty to keep his eyes open for a few things in case they fell off a supply truck.
I’m not really hopeful of getting them. Getting the Mk 211MP is enough of a risk; | doubt
he’ll get the rest.”

“So what is it, mortar, heavy machine gun, rockets, hand grenades or something like
that? | read the stories t00.”

“The latter two if he can manage it. The M136 AT-4 has been replaced by the Javelin
and some of the AT-4s plus some of the new batch of M72s. About the only hand
grenades available are some less than lethal, the M67 fragmentation, smoke and the
obsolete Mk 3A2. There’s a new Ma Deuce, the M2ALl. It has pre headspaced quick
change barrels, a rail accessory mount, an improved flash hider and a manual safety.”

“‘How much does a can of ammo weigh?”

“Over 30 pounds and we’'d need quite a few. | doubt he can get the gun let alone the
ammo. The same goes for the grenades and rockets even though they’re simply issue
ammo in a combat zone. Stateside is a whole different scenario.”

“‘What'’s he get out of this?”

“He has his own fifty, an M107 stamped property of the US Government. He’s been
getting ammo for both of us. He’s sniper qualified and needs the M1022 to stay in



practice. | don’t know how he gets the Mk 211MP. | do know he has as many cans
stored in supply as we have.”

Honey — Chapter 2

“‘What else does he have for a rifle?”

“The M24 SWS using 7.62 x 51mm M118LR ammo. Leupold ten power fixed Mark IV
scope. I'm surprised he still has them since he’s not going to reenlist and they can’t stop
loss him, again.”

“‘Why not?”

“He was already stop lossed to his full eight years. Federal courts have upheld stop
loss but only to that point. He’s home free in six months.”

“Just so you know... it’s time we started a family. I've stopped my birth control on the
advice of my doctor.”

“Was there a problem?”

“Yes there was. We don’t have any children. | don’t want to wait until I'm in my thirties to
start. And, if you must know, both my mother and your mother are turning up the
pressure. Oh, you got a letter from the Army and | put it on your computer desk.”

‘I wonder what that’s about.”

“Open it and find out.”

“Huh, it's from the Army Medical Corps. They say they reviewed my case and
determined that they underrated my level of disability based on similar cases. They
adjusted it from 50% to 75% and my benefits will go up slightly. And, they will pay me
back to the beginning for the difference.”

“Will that be much?”

“Forty some months’ worth, maybe enough for some stuff from Walton.”

“l just ordered from them.”

“On top of all we spent this weekend?”

“Yes, of course. Not to change the subject but Ron Paul isn’t in the running so it’s
McCain and Palin."



‘I hope we get that check soon, | think we need some more from Walton. I'll call Scotty
and tell him to look hard.”

+++++

“‘What did he say?”

“He has the rockets and grenades and put in a requisition for more Mk 211MP and
M1022. He put a feeler out and found some of the obsolete concussion grenades, two
cases. He also found five cases of the obsolete M61s and both types are being
transferred to him.”

“‘What does he get out of this?”
“A place in our shelter, he’s moving to Butler when he gets out.”
‘Do I know him?”

‘I don’t know. He’s originally from Gary, Indiana. His parents moved out the same year
he enlisted. Gary is crime ridden and has the highest percentage black population of
any major US city. Scotty said he knew what it felt like to be a minority, only 12% of the
population is white.”

‘I don’t know anyone from Indiana that | know of. What kind of work does he do?”

“He is a certified welder. He'll have to get recertified since he was in the Army for eight
years and wasn’t a welder. He should have enough pre-enlistment experience to get
him a job and eventually get recertified.”

“‘How old is he? It sounds like he should be older than you.”

“One year older is all. He studied welding for 3 years while he was in High School. |
don’t know if it was part of High School or outside, he never said and | never asked.
Gary was a steel town. The community was created by US Steel to house labor for a
new steel mill and the head of US Steel was named Gary.”

“So is he going to be able to keep his rifles?”

“He has receipts showing that they were turned in. They aren’t real so he’s still able to
get ammo to remain proficient. It's a matter of the left hand not knowing what the right
hand is doing. He was transferred a bunch of times during his three tours in Iraqg. I'm
sure he turned in something, just not his weapons. He has other things, too. Being
single, he invested money in firearms. He has a Springfield Armory M21, a Taurus like
mine, a Mossberg pump and a Benelli M4 Super 90 12 gauge semi-auto with collapsible
stock and with the longer magazine.”



“Surely he didn’t invest all of his money in firearms. Is he a boozer?”

“He drinks two beers on Super Bowl Sunday. No, it's invested in gold and silver coins. |
don’t know how much he has but | think it's a lot. His grandfather died in 2001 and his
father invested the trust fund in US gold and silver Eagles. They were relatively cheap
back in 2001.”

“‘But he’s single?”

“‘When the Army did the stop loss, his girl back home sent him a dear Scotty. You think
you might want him instead of me?”

“No...l was just curious since he’s moving to Butler.”

The check from the VA was enough to buy a One Year Supply-Standard Food Storage
Unit for One. We had all the pails I'd prepared and added enough to buy a second unit.
Since this was the lighter part of the deluxe package, we saved a lot on shipping. It
arrived just before Scotty did.

+++++
“'m hereeee!”

“Bet those were the longest six month in your life.”

“They were but they weren’t without rewards. | have 30 M61s and 30 M67s for each of
us; a dozen Mk 3A2 apiece; two dozen Willie Pete apiece and two dozen of each color
of smoke. On top of that there are a five AT-4s apiece and a fifteen M72A2s apiece. |
also have your last cans of Raufoss and M1022. For myself, | have 10,000 rounds of
7.62 x 51mm M118LR ammo with me. | have some 9mm in 124gr+P HP if you need it. |
think you said you had a Browning.”

“That’s Honey’s but I'll take all you care to share. Come in and I'll introduce you to my
wife.”

“Hi I'm Honey.”

“You sure are. I'm Scott.”

“Coffee Scott?”

“Thanks Honey.”

It was at that moment that two things occurred to me. One was that her name left her

open to the inappropriate comment and two that Scott was quite taken with Honey. |
was going to have to try and get him hooked up with one of the local singles to alleviate



any concern. But, when he turned his attention to me and started telling the challenges
he had during his last six months, | began to relax.

He’d had a spot of trouble when some Butter Bar questioned some of the requisitions
he was asked to sign. He wanted to know about the rockets and grenades and Raufoss,
among other things. One of the other things being a new M25 and fifty magazines. The
rifle was to be equipped with the Leupold Vari X-Ill LR M3 scope and an Ops Inc.
suppressor. Scotty took the rifle paperwork to the Company Commander, who signed it
after which he called the Butter Bar to his office and Scotty had a new enemy.
Nevertheless, the 2" Lt. signed his future requisitions without so much as a second
glance. He said that let him get the rockets and grenades shipped in.

If you've been counting, Scotty has an M21, an M24 SWS and an M25 and only 10,000
rounds of M118 LR. So, according to TOM, Scotty is short 5,000 rounds, right? Not
really, they were being shipped UPS because he ran out of room in his trailer. He didn’t
have flechettes. He said he didn’t care for them. The guy in Medford is still turning them
out as fast as he can. Scotty’s other shotgun ammo included:

Frag-12 shotgun rounds, a series of special purpose shotgun grenades, including high
explosive blast, fragmentation, and HEAP grenades intended to be fired from any 12-ga
shotgun. It has been proposed as an armament for modern UAVs and is currently being
tested for military deployment. (British)

00 Buck - 9 lead pellets (0.33")

QB 8 - 8 pellets (Armor Piercing) - Quadrangle Buck is made from a steel cylinder cut
into two layers of four pie-shaped pieces per layer. The numerous sharp edges give
excellent penetration; however, the light weight and poor ballistic shape limits its
effective range.

The Quadrangle Slug (12 gauge shotgun only) is a revolutionary slug designed as a
non-explosive fragmenting munition intended specifically as an anti-vehicle or anti-
material slug. It is capable of disabling automobiles, light aircraft, and marine vessels.
This is due to eight pie-shaped hardened steel pellets wrapped in a cylindrical plastic
boot (to protect the bore of the shotgun).

Slug - Slugs will pretty well flatten any target, armored or not; however, the issue of over
penetration will determine whether you want to take the solid (Brenneke) or the hollow-
point slug (Federal).

Slug HP - Hollow-point slugs. Less penetration than regular slugs.

Baton - Rubber batons. M1012

Rubber Balls - 12 rubber balls. M1013



“I'd better hit the road and get checked into a motel. I'll find an apartment tomorrow and
start shopping for a job. It was nice to meet you Honey. David, see you soon.”

“That’s Scotty. Was he what you expected?”

“I had no expectations. | figured if he was a friend of yours he had to be all right.
Tomorrow you need to take me to the doctor for a test.”

“Something wrong?”

“I'm late.”

“Late for what? Oh, you meant...how did that happen?”
“l got stung by a bee? Or was it pecked by a bird?”
“Weeeellll”

“That’s how it happened, we caused it. | used the test and it came back positive. We
just need to confirm it.”

“This is going to be a day to remember. We’re expecting and my best buddy from the
Army blew into town.”

“And Tuesday is the election. | have a sneaking suspicion that we’ll remember this day
for a long time to come. Change, here we come.”

Obama won the election with ~10 million extra votes. UPS delivered Scott’'s ammo to
our house and he came by to see if it had arrived.

‘“Ammo come in?”
“Today. Get an apartment?”

“Furnished one bedroom. Start my new job on Monday. Good thing | had a CDL, I'll be
driving local delivery.”

“No welding jobs?”

“Couldn’t find one. I'll try to get recertified and see if that makes a difference. This town
is a lot smaller than Gary, Indiana.”

“Safer, too.”

“There is that. I'm going to take off and see the folks and be back by Sunday. My dad
was a little insistent, something must be going on.”



“‘Honey is pregnant.”

“‘Don’t look at me.”

“No, she told me on Sunday after you left. You two didn’t even shake hands.”
“It must be hard having a wife named Honey.”

“It wasn’t until you called her Honey that | realized it could be both her name and an
endearment.”

“Tell her hi. Let’s get this loaded and let me get on my way.”

+++++

“You don’t look so good. How was the trip to see your folks?”

“Enlightening, gut wrenching and sad. He has pancreatic cancer. They did the surgery
and thought they got it all. Apparently not, it came back. It has metastasized and he has
it all over his body. They have him on morphine for the pain and he’s lucid only portions
of the time. He gave me all of my gold and silver from the trust my grandfather left. |
was surprised at how much there was. One of those he didn’t say and | didn’t ask
things. He sent all of the family firearms including several | didn’t know about that my
grandfather had. Know where | can get extra Browning Automatic Rifle magazines and
a whole lot of FMJ .30-067"

“World War Il model?”

“Yeah, Al, late WW | or early WW II. | have twelve twenty-round magazines in a belt but
sure would like more. Did you know they made a forty-round magazine? There are two
of those in addition to the twelve twenty-round magazines.”

“‘Anything else?”

“Mark Il pineapples, four cases of them. | tried one and they still explode.”

“I read that a Marine with a BAR and twelve magazines was carrying a forty pound load.
Might have been on Wiki.”

“What's Wiki?”

“An online encyclopedia. It has millions of articles covering millions of subjects. Where
have you been?”

“Didn’t have a laptop and wasn’t into doing a lot of web surfing.”



“You said firearms, plural. What else?”

“‘Garand’s, Carbines, M1911A1s, M1897 Trench guns and some of the firearms from
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. Let’'s see, AR-15s, several variations of the Mini-14s,
some standard, some of the GB model, some of the AC556 models, AR-10s, AR-180s.”
“‘What caliber is an AR-1807”

“Five five six, short stroke gas piston, stamped receivers. These were made in Costa
Mesa, California. Look it up on your encyclopedia. There is ammo, but not enough of
the .30-06. There’re plenty of the loaded enbloc clips for the Garand’s but not enough
rounds for the BAR. There is a lot of late date NATO surplus 7.62 and 5.56 and the
usual assortment of buckshot and slugs for the Trench guns. Do you have a safe?”
“A gun safe.”

“Can | store some guns and my precious metals?”

“I'll unlock the door to the shelter. It's a padlock. My gun safe is just a locking file
cabinet.”

“That will do for now. | have a bunch of stuff to bring out here for the shelter assuming |
still have a place.”

“Of course you do. You'll have to decide how much to bring when you do take time to
bring it out.”

“‘Probably next weekend. Grab an armload of gun socks.”

“‘What are you planning on keeping with you?”

“Probably a shotgun, the Taurus and the M21. | want to check my GOOD bag against
yours and add anything | may have missed. If | have something you don’t you might
want to consider it, or not. | think it's pretty standard, several sources of fire, light, water
filter, purification tablets, sharps, rations, PFAK, garbage bags and so forth.”

“Sure, bring it with you. Honey’s and mine are nearly identical except for her personal
items. Different ammo for the different firearms. We both carry some ammo for the rifle,
pistol and shotgun. Basically one reload for each.”

+++++

“What did you put in the shelter?”

“Some of Scotty’s guns and precious metals. He'll bring the rest next weekend.”



“Have a nice visit with his folks?”

“Not really. His dad has cancer and | don’t believe he has much time left. Pancreatic,
the worst kind. He’s on morphine and they try to hold off on that until the pain gets too
bad. Apparently he has a large amount of gold and silver. | hauled firearms and he
hauled the bags.”

‘Bags?”

“Yeah, bags, plural. His grandfather had quite the collection of firearms. A bunch of
military weapons including an M1918A1 BAR. He’'ll probably be out next weekend to
bring the rest of his stuff and compare our BOBs. He called his a GOOD bag. | think an
INCH bag or a PERK is the same thing. INCH means I'm Not Coming Home and PERK
means Personal Emergency Relocation Kit. Different names for 72 hour survival kits.”

“Our bags are more intended to help us get home. Even with only a half load of fuel, we
could travel maybe 400 miles, right?”

“You might go further in your Wrangler. What kind of mileage are you getting?”

‘I haven’t checked but it must be pretty good. | just top it off once a month at the gas
station. | treat with PRI-D like you suggested, using about nine milliliters per five gallons
when [ fill up. That was a good second use for a child’s medicine gadget.”

“I thought so. It measures out 2 teaspoons which is the same as ten milliliters. | hope
Scott is able to handle his father’s passing without getting too broken up. He told me
once his family was always close and was really shaken when his Grandfather passed.
Of course he didn’t know at the time how inclusive his Grandfather’s firearms collection
was or that his Grandfather willed him half of his estate. Scott’s uncle was killed in ‘Nam
and single. His dad was deferred as sole surviving son as a matter of policy.”

“Was his Grandfather well off?”

“Certainly not a millionaire but fairly well off, | think. The codicil to his will called for the
money for Scott to be put in a trust managed by Scot