








 

80% of Quay County families who live in poverty have income from employment (at least one parent was 
working).  Job growth (non-farm) since 1990 in Quay County has actually decreased 3.5%.  This trend 
continues as the nation had a 20.1% job growth in 2000, while Quay County has actually decreased 0% job 
growth.  8   

The Bare Bones Budget Project (2003) compares the true cost of living in New Mexico communities with 
the Federal poverty level.  Below is graphic display of various family units from Tucumcari and their true 
cost of living. 

BARE BONES BUDGET 2003 TUCUMCARI NEW MEXICO 

$0.00
$5,000.00

$10,000.00

$15,000.00

$20,000.00

$25,000.00

$30,000.00

$35,000.00

$40,000.00

2 Adult, Infant, a







rate in New Mexico (62.3) and much higher than the United States rate (43.0)23.  In 2001, there were no 
births to teens younger than 14 years, 10 births to teens aged 15-17 years, and 25 births to teens 18 and 19 
years.24  As a comparison, in 1996, there were 2 births to teen younger than 14 years, 17 births to teens 
aged 15-17 years, and 20 births to teens 18 and 19 years.25 

Quay County Teen Birth Rates
Births per 1000 15-19 year old females

Source: DOH
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• 24% of adult respondents said the Quay County 
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