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INTRODUCTION

Shipping Containers is an experimental art album exploring copyright in the guise of filk hymns.

The premise is a lonely space traveler thinks about what might be in store for the colony ship when they get

there, but due to copyright restrictions only music made before 1923 is available on-board. So, he combines

the two.

Filk music is frequently composed of songs about a particular fandom set to established music. In this case,

each song is about a particular science fiction or fantasy fandom. (With one song combining two different

space-related fandoms.) The tunes of these songs are explicitly public domain hymns. Most of these songs use

a single hymn tune per song, but a few combine multiple hymn tunes in to a more modern structure

containing chorus, verse, and bridge components.

SPECIAL NOTE FOR EDUCATORS

The Creative Commons Attribution license means you can use this material as you like, including covering

the entire album and selling the results to benefit your school. While some of the songs had arrangements

tweaked slightly to better fit the lyrics, they are all traditional hymn tunes, and this means it should be

possible to listen to other interpretations of the tunes to get ideas for what you can do with this sort of thing.

We want to help you use our music. While it may use traditional tunes, the lyrics may well be interesting

enough for even modern young people.

This book was written using Lilypond, and the source files are organized to make it easy to extend and

modify. For instance, while this book includes a single vocal staff and a standard piano staff, for recording we

used fakebooks with just the vocals so we could easily see the melody and lyrics without the visual clutter of

piano staffs.

What sort of specialized format would be most beneficial to you? SATB with two staffs and the lyrics in the

middle? Separate books for soprano, alto, tenor and bass? Shifting a voice to another pitch? This is easy to do,

we simply need to know what you need.

https://github.com/mrbeany/shipping-containers

https://github.com/mrbeany/shipping-containers
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Shipping Containers
S.W. Black tune is Ich Sterbe Täglich, 1756

9-8-9-8-8-8 arr. S.W. Black, 2015
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 International License.
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3. Ships like ours need children's brains to go.

They are stored in flourescent jars.

We think he will be happy, quite so.

He likes to read books with kittens.

His parents were properly paid.

His sister went to college, Wade.

5. I hope that you can buy the model craft.

It features real parts that can go.

The gift shop is located in the aft

near where the engine exhaust blows.

We think that you might like this toy,

designed right for a girl or boy.

4. The Fat Controller gives out Specials for

little ships that follow through on

special tasks that he assigns and for

which he feels are really useful.

One time we took a whole scout troop

out where the brain extractors poop.

6. If you find that you can not pay the fare

we can make arrangements that work.

Sometimes we need someone to take repair

where Gordon Tom has been at work.

He often has no maintainers

other than shipping containers.

Tune is Ich Sterbe Täglich from Emskirchner Choralbuch, Leipzig 1756.

textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:105:10:11
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:86:10:11
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:66:11:12
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:47:11:12
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:0:1
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:0:1
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:47:11:12
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:105:7:8
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:66:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:47:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:105:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:66:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:47:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:32:29:30
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:21:34:35
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:47:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:107:10:11
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:88:10:11
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:68:12:13
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:13:14
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:35:36
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:36:37
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:13:14
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:107:7:8
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:68:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:9:10
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:28:29
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:32:33
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:9:10
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:107:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:88:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:68:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:22:23
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:24:25
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:49:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:106:13:14
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:87:13:14
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:67:15:16
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:16:17
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:18:19
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:20:21
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:16:17
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:106:10:11
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:67:12:13
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:12:13
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:15:16
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:14:15
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:12:13
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:106:7:8
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:87:7:8
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:67:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:12:13
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:9:10
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:8:9
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:106:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:87:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:67:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:4:5
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:33:5:6
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../Shipping-Containers/Shipping_Containers-words.ily:22:3:4
textedit:///Users/yam655/Documents/shipping-containers/book/../tunes/tune-Ich_Sterbe_Taeglich.ily:48:4:5


 5

My Salt Eater, My Dream Woman
S.W. Black tune is In Gottes Namen fahren wir circa 1200s

8-8-8-7-4 arr. Michael Praetorius, 1609
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Good with Clanks
S.W. Black tune is Weil Ich Jesu Schäflein Bin from from Bruder Choral-Buch, 1784

7-7-8-8-7-7 from Church Book for the Use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregations, 1893
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Weil Ich Jesu Schäflein Bin found in Church Book for the Use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregations, 1893 Hymn 531.

Hymnal arranged by Harriet Reynolds Krauth (1845-1925).
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Lost Weekend
S.W. Black Henry Thomas Smart, 1867

15-15-15 arr. from Psalms and Hymns for Divine Worship, 1867
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4. What if our ship crashes and we find something we have to push.

Could we keep going if all we could do was to push the thing?

Would we not, how could we not eventually stop the thing?

5. How we would long for the time when we spent a weekend dreaming

How we would long for the time when we were lost in each other.

Our lost weekend, our weekend lost, the time we were truly found.

6. What if our ship crashes and we find we are already dead?

What if our spirits roam the island that we all once hated?

Would we stay there, could we go home, would we never know of peace?

Tune is Regent Square Henry Thomas Smart, 1867. Music source is Psalms and Hymns for Divine Worship, 1867 Hymn

58.
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Tiny Valkyries
S.W. Black Strassburg from Köpfel's Gesangbuch, Strassburg, 1525.

8-7-8-7-8-8-7 arr. Karl August Haupt, 1869.
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Aus Tiefer Not (Strassburg) or Strassburg from Köpfel's Gesangbuch, Strassburg, 1525 as found in The Hymns of Martin

Luther by Bacon, 1883.
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Sin and Sentience
S.W. Black from Walter's Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524

8-7-8-7-7-8-7-4 arr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1931, alt
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Tune is Christ lag in Tobes Banden or Torgau from Walter's Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524
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V: Tune Easter Hymn also found in Church Praise: with tunes, 1885. and Hymnal of the Protestant Episcopal Church: with

music, 1872 hymn 99 page 84 (mostly the same but not identical).

C: Tune is St. Anne by William Croft, 1708 found in The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913 Second half is from The Hymnal

Companion to the Book of Common Prayer, 1890, Hymn 279. ed. Charles Vincent, D.J. Wood, John Stainer

B: Tune is Jesus Christus Unser Heiland, Der Den Tod (Klug) from Klug's Geistliche Lieder, Wittenberg, 1533. It is attributed

to Martin Luther (1529) and is sometimes called Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, der den Tod überwand.
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Life is Hard
S.W. Black Tune is Nativity by William Henry Monk, 1865
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Tune is Nativity by William Henry Monk, 1865 from The Holy Year, 1865 by Christopher Wordsworth Hymn 10 page 18.
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The Pit
S.W. Black from Musikalisches Handbuch, 1690

8-8-8-8 arr. Charles Lewis Hutchins, 1896
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Winchester New from Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690. The setting is somewhat different from Hymns Ancient

and Modern, 1869
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A Team to Save Us
S.W. Black tune is Der Am Kreuz Johann Balthasar König, 1738.

8-7-8-7-7-7-8-8 arr. S.W. Black, 2015
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Like In That Show
S.W. Black Tune is Melita by John Bacchus Dykes, 1861

8-8-8-8-8-8 arr. from Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1869.
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4. With low budget we would try but

eventually we would find

that we would have to use trash cans

and toilet things so that in scenes

our bad guys could be stranger things

like in that show with that doctor.

6. We'd be a half hour show but we'd

be continued for the season.

A long form show in half hour chunks.

We'd use famous authors to write

shows drawn from both the dark and light

like in that show with that doctor.

5. We could use blue screens and green to

pretend that we were on a moon,

or in a tunnel filled with steam.

It could be keen to keep it clean.

We'd sell toys and candy babies,

like in that show with that doctor.

7. And then when we had lost our steam

we'd end it in a lovely place

but after while it would return,

missing something that made it great.

Companions now for sexy time,

like in that show with that doctor.

Tune is Melita by John Bacchus Dykes, 1861 (originally from Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861) as arranged in Hymns

Ancient and Modern, 1869 hymn 222.
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Asteroid Worms and Space Jellyfish
S.W. Black tune is Consolator (Webbe) Samuel Webbe, 1792
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4. We can hope that the rock does not have space worms.

Worms larger than cities or interstellar ships.

Worms that have atmosphere and with 'lectric leeches.

We don't have androids to clean and patch the ship.

5. If the timing is right, we might see stranger things.

Asteroid worms eating space jellyfish.

It could be devastating to an onboard empath.

We might all weep when we see how it dies.

Slightly tweaked from Consolator (Webbe) found in The Church Hymnal, Revised and Enlarged (Episcopal), 1896 Ed.

Charles Hutchins Hymn 637.
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Spoken Parts

1. (Spoken) Maybe, after we land, I'll have a kid.

I should think up a story to tell.

Let's see...

2. Shipping Containers on page 3

3. (Spoken) A kid is probably out. Dating on this

ship is next to impossible. Maybe when

we land, I'll meet...

4. My Salt Eater, My Dream Woman on page 5

5. (Spoken) *clang* Hmm... maybe it wouldn't

be such a good idea.

*clang* Ugh. That noise. What I

really need is...

6. Good With Clanks on page 6

7. (Spoken) Yeah, that could work. Though, knowing

my record, it likely wouldn't last.

It might not even be my fault.

8. Lost Weekend on page 7

9. (Spoken) That may be about right. But, knowing

the management, they're likely to make

bad decisions. Maybe we'll find...

10. Tiny Valkyries on page 9

11. (Spoken) I suppose even that could get worse, at

least for the native life.

Particularly, if the higher-ups believe

that sin is required for sentience.

12. Sin and Sentience on page 10

13. (Spoken) But would we spell doom, or would

the planet be adapted to combat

organisms with large complex brains?

14. Natures Brain on page 12

15. (Spoken) So peaceful.

But that might not last. What if some of

our old war machines still lurk out here

in the depths of space?

16. Life Is Hard on page 15

17. (Spoken) That is all is too depressing. It

reminds me of the dream I've been

having again...

18. The Pit on page 16

19. (Spoken) There could be worse pits

underground...

20. A Team to Save Us on page 17

21. (Spoken) That kind of sounds like little more

than a children's program.

22. Like In That Show With That Doctor on page 19

23. (Spoken) A show like that would have to get

pretty strange now and then. I

wonder... What if space gets

stranger the further away from

home we travel?

24. Asteroid Worms and Space Jellyfish on page 21

25. (Spoken) That might not be the only thing to

make us weep. Maybe no one will buy

buy our album.
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